Antigenic analysis of Trypanosoma cruzi strains by crossed immunoelectrophoresis: demonstration and isolation of antigens particular to some strains.
Antigenic differences among soluble extracts of Y, CL, SF, and Colombian strain epimastigotes of Trypanosoma cruzi have been demonstrated by crossed immunoelectrophoresis with an intermediate gel containing the heterologous antiserum. Using crossed immunoelectrophoresis with the homologous antiserum, over 30 precipitin lines could be demonstrated for each strain and, even though marked differences were observed in experimental infections, the strains shared a significant number of antigens. In addition, some strain-particular antigens were isolated using affinity chromatography. These antigens could be valuable in the study of biological, immunological, and pathological characteristics of experimental and natural T. cruzi infections.